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SPACEBRIDGES 


SYNC 1987 


ABC AND GOSTELERADIO WILL BROADCAST 
FUTURE CONGRESSERIDGES 


The first of a series of six Con- 
gressBridges, public dialogues by satel- 
lite television, in prime time, after 
the evening news, between members of the 
US Congress and the Supreme Soviet, was 
held April 25th. ‘The show was presented 
on Soviet television and, in the US on 
closed circuit television. 

By the end of the two-and-a-half 
hour "conversation" involving six Ameri- 
can legislators and six members of the 
Soviet parliament, the speakers on both 
sides said they found it useful and 
worth doing again. 

The participants were, on the 
Soviet side: Irina Blokhina, Deputy of 
the Supreme Soviet of the USSR; Georgi 
Arbatov, Director of the Institute of 
USA and Canada Studies; Vadim Zagladin, 
First Deputy Chief of the International 
Department of the Central Committee; 
Maslennikov, Deputy Chairman of the 
Council of Ministers of the Russian 
Federation; Pavel Gilashvili, Vice- 
President of the Supreme Soviet of the 
USSR; Lavrov, Chairman of the Commission 
on Education and Culture of the Council 
of the Union, on the American side: 
Rep. Clay Shaw (R-FL); Sen. Alan Cran- 
ston (D-CA); Rep. Claudine Schneider (R- 
RI); Rep. George Brown (D-CA); Rep. Jim 
Leach (R-IA); and Tom Downey (D-NY). 
Talking and observing each other over an 
audio and video hookup between studios 
in Moscow and Washington, they asked 
questions about developments in the two 
countries and discussed ways to decrease 
tensions. 

The exchange was arranged by a non- 
profit US agency, Internews, and the 
Soviet State Television and Radio as a 
way of increasing decision— : 
knowledge about each other in an infor- 
mal, non-confrontational setting. 

Representative George’ E. Brown, 
Jr., D-Calif., told reporters who watch- 
ed the US side of the show in a studio 
at the US Chamber of Commerce building, 
"The purpose was not to ask tough ques- 
tions; it was to see if we could have a 


rational discussion and do it without 
blowing up at one another." 

For the most part, the participants 
conformed to what US moderator William 
Ury, a Soviet expert teaching at Har- 
vard, defined at the outset as the 
proper mind-set for the 7,000-mile 
conversation: "Imagine that we're 
sitting across the kitchen table from 
each other." 

Subsequently ABC News announced 
that it will broadcast live the entire 
series of discussions which will include 
arms control, human rights, regional 
conflicts, health and the environment. 
Peter Jennings, anchor and senior editor 
of ABC's "World News Tonight" will host 
the specials from 11:30 pm to 1:00 am 
September 23, October 14 and November 
18. 

Representatives Brown and Claudine 
Schneider (R-R.I.) are co-chairs of the 
bi-partisan congressional steering 
committee which negotiated the agreement 
to hold these discussions. (New_York 
Times, 4/12/87; Baltimore Sun, 4/26/87] 

A Viewers Guide to CongressBridges 
will be available in August from cul- 
tural Information Services, 15 W. 24th 
St., NY, NY 10010. 


JOURNALISTS DISCUSS FREEDOM OF PRESS 
ON SPACEBRIDGES 


An April 8 spacebridge joining 
Soviet journalists in Moscow with mem- 
bers of the American Society of News- 
paper Editors in San Francisco was 
broadcast July 7 to US audiences. Co- 
hosted by Moscow's Vladimir Posner and 
ABC's Peter Jennings the USA-USSR Space- 
bridge was produced by the US Center for 
Communications and Gosteleradio, in 
association with the American Society of 
Newspaper Editors. Participants in- 
cluded, on the Soviet side, Aleksandr 
Shalnev, Izvestia; Tengiz Sulkhanish- 
vili, television: correspondent in Thi- 
lisi; Yuri Shchekochikhin, Literaturnaya 
Gazeta and, on the American side, Eliza- 


beth Tucker, Washington Post and Stuart 
Loory, Cable News Network. The par- 
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ticipating audiences in San Francisco 
and Moscow consisted of newspaper edi- 
tors and journalists. 

The definition of "freedom of the 
press" appeared to be the major focus 
and contention. Soviet journalists said 
the new glasnost policy had its greatest 
impact in allowing more critical report- 
ing of domestic matters, and they ex- 
pressed hope that the new climate would 
also eventually spread to the more 
sensitive reporting on foreign affairs. 
But the discussion also seemed to reveal 
the limitations of the Soviet openness, 
at least as it applies to investigative 
reporting in the Soviet Union. 

Peter Jennings, early in the pro- 
gram made a summary distinction, "Make 
no mistake about it those of you who are 
watching the broadcast in the United 
States and in the Soviet Union. The 
differences between us are profound." 
{Alex Jones, New York Times, 4/9/87] 


WHAT ARE SPACEERIDGES? 


Spacebridges are interactive inter- 
national conferences via television. 
They may involve specialists or general 
audiences, and they are usually intended 
for broadcast. The term is an English 
translation of a Russian neologism, 
"telemost," coined by one of the par- 
ticipants in the first US-Soviet space 
bridge. 

The spacebridging medium is an 
important new tool for public education 
and for influencing international poli- 
cy. In five years there have been more 
than a dozen space bridges. At least 
that many are planned for 1987 alone. 
Until recently all of these were private 
sector endeavors, but now the US Con- 
gress has signed an agreement with the 
Supreme Soviet for a series which began 
in April 1987. One reason for the 
growth of spacebridging activity is that 
television dialogue reaches far greater 
numbers of people in the US and in the 
USSR than will ever be able physically 
to visit the other country. It also has 


a unique potential for frequent and 
ongoing exchanges of opinion. 
[Statement by Citizen Exchange Council] 


US-SOVIET CONFERENCE ON SPACEBRIDGES 


A Soviet delegation, headed by 
Vladimir Posner, will attend the second 
conference on US-Soviet Spacebridging, 
scheduled for September 17-19 in New 
York. The first conference on space 
bridges was held at the Wingspread 
Conference Center last January. The 
conference is sponsored by Citizen 
Exchange Council, with support from the 
MacArthur Foundation and the Benton 
Foundation. 

The conference will commemorate the 
first US-Soviet spacebridge, an exchange 
of rock music performances that took 
place at the 1982 US Festival in Cali- 
fornia. The primary purposes are for 
Americans and Soviets to evaluate their 
mutual experience in  spacebridging 
during the past five years, and to move 
toward solutions to the remaining pro- 
duction, distribution and funding pro- 
blems. 

Distribution is the critical issue. 
In the Soviet Union the proceedings are 
usually broadcast nationwide by Goste- 
leradio, whereas in the United States 
dissemination has been limited, due to 
lack of interest on the part of broad- 
casters. This discrepancy is of great 
concern, not only to producers here and 
in the USSR, but also to the foundations 
and individuals that have funded space- 
bridges. It remains to be seen whether 
the network broadcasts of Phil Donahue's 
second spacebridge and the forthcoming 
"CongressBridge" series, to be aired on 
ABC, indicate a trend toward better 
distribution of spacebridges. 

Attending the conference, along 
with the Soviet delegation, will he 
American producers, broadcasters, tele- 
vision critics, Soviet studies special- 
ists and spacebridge moderators. [Citi- 
zen. Exchange Council] 
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